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So, who are the Borrego Springs Dark Sky
Coalition and what are they attempting to
accomplish? The Coalition is a group of
Borrego residents and professionals dedicated
to the pr.c-tc::tiun, promotion and restoration
of the dark skies of Borrego Springs. When
| interviewed the coalition in November of
2013 the members of the coalition were Betsy

Knaak, Dennis Mammana, Sam Webb, Grace
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you teahze that, as Dennis Mammﬂ a point
_there are more than 20 II‘l'l].]_I ,‘ 1

out,
living wrthmlhaurs of Borrego” ,tt St ]:.1, hes

some perspective on the level nf“?ﬂﬁﬁc )
associated with this accc-mphshment.
So. what exactly, does it take toibe a .
sky community”? The coalition .,
answered that question in a number of .;.;
There was agreement that the first thy __
needed to accomplish t '.;-:.

and Jim Rickard, Sally

Theriault, Wayne Lebel, “T]"IE 51{‘1’ Is one halfﬂ{ dESIgﬁ&EIﬂ-nWE\EHhrGadh}u |

Maris Brancheau, and Whi:'lt Wwg S€€ ﬂll [hE til’l.’lE‘, of support from rﬂﬁlden S

Mike McElhatton. so it needs to be pI'DtE‘EtE‘d businesses, politicians;
On July 31, 2009, che just as this beautiful desert civic organizations, ete

International - Dark-Sky iﬂ]‘ldﬂfiﬂp& that surrounds us  and a mutually-held belie.

Association designared
Springs an
[nternational Dark Sky Community (IDSC),

making it only the second community to he so

Borrego

designated in the entire world. Of course, this
important designation did not just happen.
As the members of the coalition explained,
the designation was the result of a two-plus
year etlort to demonstrare to the mternational

association that PrU-I':I'L‘I;;-.: Wails In Ql””[‘“tﬂt‘t

with ll'll.-|l requireiments ;.31].__'1 UL]UH”."}' %
'mportant, - was interested  in  remainine
compliant with those standards.
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tality fo '
. tor this kind of distincrion bur, when
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needs to be protected.

that dark skies are a naturall
treasure  worth prcrnml‘ing.
and protecting. As one coalition member
explained, “The sky is one half of what we see
all the time, so it needs to be protected just as
this beautiful desert landscape that surrounds
us needs to be protected.:

Once

the community has come rtogether

conceptually, the work of compliance begins.

That work includes:

Inc .
corporaring the concept of the night sky. as

il c:;rrnmmuy TesSOuUTrce mito Eh{_’ Eﬂmr]-q;.:rur-."_'-’-

management documents

Creating  and complying w a

comprehensive  outdoor J'l'ghring guideline

tl 550 : |
wat addresses nighy sky friendly fixtures and
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Bnngmg a mmmmm of 67% of e.ﬂ:nng lights. m:por'mme of ru;giu tecmn Bul: u.?hat : r
into cunfonnmme with the guideline and a they seem most proud of is nhhh_n.g fﬂlkilﬂw _;
commitment to ultimately reach a cmnphaucc 2 just look up. Look up and enjoy ane of
Nevel of 100% " Borrego’s most valuable natural resourcés... _ o8
: Creating an mtme*tdumnmml ]:rmg‘ra:m to a resource they have played a part in mﬂHﬂg B ¢

' share the night skies with residents and visitors
‘Tﬂhiﬂg a leadership vole in light pollution

visible in all its ;gimjr v

To contact the coalition, write to Enrre'gur

Springs Dark Sky Coalition, PO Box 310y
Borrego Springs, CA 92004-0310, call 760-

prevention by conducting outreach initiatives
The members of the Borrego Springs

Dark Sky .Cualilim are proud of their work.
They are proud to have achieved the IDSC’s
. designation. They are proud of their work with

lpcal businesses, schools and organizations to -

" ensure the L‘tﬂm'-t‘llllj' s compliance.»And they
are proud of their work with communities as

diverse as South Korea, British: Colwibia :m::!

767-3052 or email borregodarksky@aol.com
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